
Dr. Rudolph Paul
Scheerer has sold
his longtime house at

117 El Mirasol for $6 mil-
lion, the price recorded last
week with the deed. He was

“joined” in the sale by his
wife, EmmyC.Wolbach,
the document shows.
The couple is living

at the houseWolbach
owned at 241 Plantation
Road prior to their mar-
riage in March 2017.
Scheerer, a thoracic and

vascular surgeon, resided
at the house on El Mirasol
for many years with his first
wife, the late Joanne Testa
Scheerer. She was part
of the family that owned

Testa’s Restaurant, which
closed in Palm Beach in 2017
after 96 years on the island.
Built in 1970, the house

on El Mirasol has four bed-
rooms and 5,148 square feet
of living space, inside and
out. It stands a little more
than a half-mile north of
The Breakers on a lot mea-
suring about half an acre.
The buyer was a limited

liability company named
Road PB LLC, which was
registered with the state

in late December by the
West Palm Beach office
of the law firm Jones
Foster. No manager for
the company is listed in
state business records.
Douglas Elliman Real

Estatewas involved on
both sides of the sale. Agent
Joe Scheerer represented
his grandfather and step-
grandmother on the sell-
ers’ side. Although the
house wasn’t in the local
multiple listing service

when it sold, Scheerer had
listed it previously at $7.1
million, records show.
AgentGary Pohrer

handled the buyer’s side
of the deal. He declined
to discuss his clients but
said plans were being laid
to replace the house with
a new one at some point.
Pohrer listed the house for
lease shortly after the sale
closed and signed tenants
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Scheerer house on El Mirasol fetches $6 million

ByChristineDavis
Special to the Daily News

Interior designer LarsBolander can’t quite
get over how differ-

ent the landscape looks
these days at the custom
home he and his wife,
artist Nadine Kalachnikoff,
have owned formore than
a dozen years near the
Flagler Drive waterfront
inWest Palm Beach.
And you can’t blame

him formarveling. Over
the past couple ofmonths,
the grounds— like the
house and outbuildings—
have been re-imagined by
designers who descended
on the property to trans-
form it into the third
annual Kips Bay Decorator
ShowHouse Palm Beach.
The fundraiser opens

to the public Feb. 1 for
tours, with a by-special-
ticket-only preview party
on Jan. 31. The show
house jointly benefits
the Boys &Girls Clubs of
Palm Beach County and
the Kips Bay Boys &Girls
Club in NewYork City.
Although a show house’s

interior design typically
garners themost atten-
tion from visitors, the
Bolanders’ property has
nearly asmany outdoor
areas as it does rooms. So
the landscaping is playing
a starring role in the proj-
ect at 260 Palmetto Lane.
The property encom-

passes almost an acre
spread over two lots, with
the house on one parcel and
the gardens, an open-air
pool pavilion and sepa-
rate guest cottages on the
adjoining parcel. On land
once known as The Orchid
Estate, the Bolanders’

property was accessed
by a dirt roadwhen the
Bolanders bought it in
2007, Bolander recalls.
“And there wasn’t a

single tree there,” he
explains. “We kept adding
plants, and then I’d think:
That tree would be somuch
better over there. Sowe did
move things a bit, too.”
As a result, the gar-

dens ended upwith
what Bolander describes
as a “jungle look.”
Today, however, the

grounds have been tamed
byNieveraWilliams Design
of Palm Beach, led by
landscape architectMario
Nievera, with help from
designers KeithWilliams
andMatt Jackman.
“They have really done

such a good job. The gar-
dens look somuch big-
ger now,” says Bolander,
who has listed the house
for sale with agent Gary
Goodwin of Douglas
Elliman Real Estate.
Redesigned byNievera

Williams, the pool area is
positioned between the
main house to the west and
the freestanding cabana
pavilion to the east.
From themain house, the

grounds can be accessed
from an extensive log-
gia off of the great room,
where steps lead down to
the pool area. On the other
side of the property, the
cabana and guest-cottage
loggias provide intimate
garden retreats for relax-
ing and conversing.
“We have done a lot of

entertaining in the garden,
andwith all the French
doors opening to the log-
gia (from the great room),
entertaining is very easy.
I designed the house that
way,” says Bolander, who
is originally from Sweden
and built his design career
there, in NewYork City
and in South Florida.
Inspired by theMughal

garden style, the Nievera
Williams Design team
added new patio space
around the pool and created

It’sall about2020now,andIamnottalkingabout
vision. TheNewYearhas

melookingaheadtothenext
12months,whenweinthe
SunshineStatewillbewel-
comingplentyofnewresidents
toFlorida. In fact,Florida is
the fastest-growingstate in
thecountrywhen itcomesto
transplants fromotherareas.
Andthatmeansplenty

ofpeoplewillbeestablish-
ingnewhomeshere—and
dealingwithall theworkthat
processentails.Herearea
fewtips folks in thatcategory
shouldthinkaboutas they
planto furnishanddecorate
theirnewFloridaresidences.
•Beforemovingsouth,

surveythe furnishings inyour
home.Will thepieces look
appropriate in theFlorida
environment?Floridadesign
haschangeda lotover the
years,but therearestill some
tried-and-trueprinciples to
ensureyournewroomswon’t
look like theyshouldwould
bemorecomfortable in, say,a
1700sfarmhouseonaquaint
street inaNortheasternvil-
lage.Think lightandairy. As
youreviewyour inventoryof
furnishings,keepthosepieces
youknowwillwork,especially
rattan,wickerandwhite-
paintedpieces.And ifyou’re
luckyenoughtohaveany
framedmapswithhandsome
colorsofyellows,pinksand
aquablues,bringthemalong.
•Thankstoourclimate,

SouthFlorida isaplace for
openwindows.Heavydrap-
eries justdonotworkhere.
Floridahomes love light, so
it’snosurprise thatweoften
seesheerwindowfabricsat
thewindows. (I like tohang
themfrombamboopoles.)
•Thinkuncoveredfloors,

perhapsofstainedwoodor
ceramictile, accentedwith
acolorfularearug.Therug
mightbeall cottonwitha
designmotif fromtheSouth
Pacific.Floridahomesare the
perfectplace for Indonesian
artifacts, lampsandfabrics.
• Ifyouhavean inven-

toryofChinese items, they
willhappily findaplace in
yourFloridahome.Bring
yourcoromandel screenand
your lacqueredendtables,
and ifyouhaveaChinese-
inspiredbedheadboard,put
itonthedeliverytruck.
•But ifyouhaveoriental

rugs, thinktwice. Yes, they
canworkhere,but theymight
seemtooweighty if theircolor
schemesaredeepplumsand
burgundies.Lightaqua-blue
tonesareverypopularhere,

What to
pack when
moving to
Florida

CarletonVarney

Gardens by design

A photo shows the main house and the pool area as it looked
before crews began work on the show house project. [PHOTO BY

ROSIE MENDOZA, COURTESY DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE]

Viewed from above, the pool
area designed by Nievera
Williams Design relies on
fanciful shapes borrowed from
the style ofMughal gardens
inspired by Persian architecture
and found in Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan.
[RENDERING COURTESY NIEVERA

WILLIAMS DESIGN]

Designer Sherrill Canet of Sherrill Canet Interiors Ltd. in Locust
Valley, N.Y., employed a clean-lined, classic look with three seating
areas for the main residence’s loggia. [RENDERING COURTESY SHERRILL

CANET INTERIORS LTD.]

A rendering looking toward the main house shows Nievera Williams Design’s reworking of the pool area at the West Palm Beach home
that will host the 2020 Kips Bay Decorator Show House Palm Beach, which opens Feb. 1 for tours. [RENDERING COURTESY NIEVERA WILLIAMS

DESIGN]

Outdoor spaces get a major makeover at the 2020 Kips Bay Decorator
Show House Palm Beach, opening next week at Lars Bolander’s home

See SHOWCASE, B9SeeDECORATOR, B2

SeeHEDGES, B4



Palm Beach Daily News Friday, January 24, 2020 B9

new lawn areas, planted
shrubs and installed
lighting, as well as
patios, paths and ter-
races of gravel. And
they painted the trunks
of palm trees white.
“Wewanted to keep it

very tropical looking, but
make sure it feels more
open, with its beauty and
expansiveness easy to
view,” Nievera explains.
With that goal

inmind, they also
moved trees, palms
and plantmaterials.
“Otherwise, we

couldn’t have accom-
plishedwhat we
did,” Nievera says.
Elsewhere on the

property, Sherrill
Canet of Sherrill Canet
Interiors Ltd. in Locust
Valley, N.Y., decorated
themain residence’s
loggia. Colette van den
Thillart of Colette van
den Thillart Interior
Design in Toronto
designed an outdoor
terrace. And Jobe Lopez
of the Lopez Group in
Palm Beach reworked
the front garden.
The cabana pavil-

ionwas assigned
to Nashville-based
Jonathan Savage,
who ensured it would
serve as a focal point

in the garden.
“Wewere fortunate

to be given this little
jewel box of a space on
the back of the property
centered on the house,”
says Savage, whose runs

Savage Interior Design.
Savage addedwoven

rattan panels— Romblon
Mat by Safari Thatch
—within the ceiling
beams to add visual
interest overhead. He
also filled in the two side
walls with teak louvers
“Wewashed the pool

house in a beautiful
off-white color, and
the piece de resistance is
the furniture by David
Sutherland,McKinnon
andHarris, and Baker.
“I wanted it to have

the feeling of the French
West Indies,” Savage
explains. “People will
want to be in it, to use
it after earlymorning
or late-night swims.
Since it’s open, air
flows through it, and
architecturally, it’s
nestled among the
palm trees and its white
colormakes it pop.”

SHOWCASE
From Page B1

Designer John Savage of Savage Interior Design in Nashville changed the color of the
poolside cabana pavilion from coral-orange to off-white and used natural materials and
furnishings to create a warm and inviting ambiance. [RENDERING COURTESY SAVAGE INTERIOR

DESIGN]

The cabana pavilion can be seen beyond the pool in
this photo taken before work began on the show house
project. [PHOTO BY ROSIE MENDOZA, COURTESY DOUGLAS ELLIMAN

REAL ESTATE]

TOP LEFT:
Designer Colette
van den Thillart
of Colette van
den Thillart
Interior Design in
Toronto designed
this outoor
space for the
upcoming Kips
Bay Decorator
Show House Palm
Beach. [RENDERING

COURTESY COLETTE

VAN DEN THILLART

INTERIOR DESIGN]

BOTTOM LEFT:
The property
features guest
cottages known
as “casitas,”
seen here in
a photo taken
months before
work began
on the show
house. [PHOTO BY

ROSIE MENDOZA,

COURTESY DOUGLAS

ELLIMAN REAL

ESTATE]

What: Kips Bay Decorator
Show House Palm Beach
Where: 260 Palmetto Lane,
West Palm Beach
When: Feb. 1 to March 1;
open for tours 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Mondays-Saturdays;
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission: $35.
Preview party: 6-9 p.m.
Jan. 31; admission by
special $250 ticket, which
includes return visit to
show house
Information: (718) 893-
8600, ext. 11236; or
KipsBayDecorator
ShowHouse.org

IF YOU GO

Here are the designers who are participat-
ing in the show house and the rooms and
outdoor spaces they were assigned — front
garden: Jobe Lopez, Lopez Group Inc., Palm
Beach; entrance: Alizee Brion, Light on
White, Miami Beach; guest suite: Joe Lucas,
Lucas Studio Inc., West Hollywood, Calif.;
guest suite:Kevin Isbell, Kevin Isbell Interiors,
New York City; foyer:Brian and Alexandra
Brady, B. Brady Design, Southampton,
N.Y.; great room:Suzanne Kasler, Suzanne
Kasler, Atlanta, Georgia; loggia:Sherrill
Canet, Sherrill Canet Interiors, Ltd., Locust
Valley, N.Y.; hallway and powder room: Javier
Fernandez, Transitional Designs Inc., Boca
Raton; kitchen: Sarah Blank, Sarah Blank
Design Studio, Greenwich, Conn.; dining

terrace:Colette van den Thillart, Colette van
den Thillart Interior Design, Toronto; north
study:Sarah Magness, Magness Design,
New York City; master bedroom:Alessandra
Branca, Branca Inc., New York City; master
bathroom and closet:Tom Kirchhoff, Kirchhoff
and Associates, Jupiter, in collaboration with
Betsy Wentz, Studio B, Sewickley, Pa.; south
study: Leta Austin Foster, Leta Austin Foster
& Associates, Palm Beach; bedroom: Robin
Gannon, Robin Gannon Interiors, Lexington,
Mass.; pool pavilion: Jonathan Savage,
Savage Interior Design, Nashville; guest
casita:Keith Baltimore, Baltimore Design
Studio, Port Washington, N.Y.; and main
garden: Mario Nievera and Keith Williams,
Nievera Williams Design, Palm Beach

Show House designers


