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Top interior designers are tapped to crafl the Kips
Bay Decorator Show House Palm Beach,
a masterpiece that benefits the Boys & Girls Club

Story by Alder Grove
Photography by Sargent Architectural Photography
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ildly successful in all its incentions, dhe

annual anr[r.w:mg rrinmph.l’mmrmr
design celebration known as the Kips
Bay Drecorator Show House has raised
n\n:.'uur:.' o lep fund afrer-school and
enrichment programs for the Kips Bay
Boys & Girls Club lor more than 40
years, Since s soarr m SNew York r.II}'.‘II'IP event has success fu“}' m:]'\.m.:f.'.‘!

to Texas and Florida, In Fcbnur:r 2020, Hips. Bﬂ:.' hosted the event in Palm
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Beach, FL. for the third dime.

James Dieuckman, trustee and current president of the board ar the Kips
Bay Boys & Girs Club, discusses the importance of the Decorator Show
Haouse fundraiser to rhe organizarion, “The mission of the Kips Ray Boys
& Girls Club is to enrich and enhance the quality of life for young people
by |1rm'i:din__g educational and Jn'rln’.q.'nu'nl:.l[ programs, with .'.}‘L'i."l.ll em-
phasis on youngsrers ages 6 1o 18 who come from disadvantaged or disen-

franchised circumstances,” he foLﬂns. “For 48 years, the Kips B\:}' B-n:rs &



Giarls Club has IJ\.IIllII‘.‘IL‘d. with the mteror design commumty o transform

]||.\:||r:!.' Manharran homes into showeaszes for -:Iw..'raﬂll.u inrerior design
trends and elegant bine furnishings to support its cause. Three years ago,
we decided 1o host a Kips Bay Decorator Show House in Palm Beach to
creare addirional r‘lm'rﬂinn.lr}' program dollars rhar will enhance rha lives

of voungsters in a comprehensive way.”

James erri;lnn the evalunion of the sourhern evenr. “The Palm Beach area

has always had a distinct sense of style, from its architecture to its interior

design elements,” he says, " The area is also home to many of our Kips Bay
Diecoraror Show House alumm and supporters, so the un]:uraﬂc]ﬁ'l op-
portunity to engage additional audiences in the design community, as well
A5 L0 partner with the Boys & Girls Club of Palm Beach County, cemented
our decizion ro do a show hoose ourside of ™ew Yark for rhe very firsr

time,”

Execurive Direcror Dantel Quincero of the Mew York-hased Hil‘“ Bay Bovs

& Girls Club cxP!Jins the process of creating the show house, “Every year
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! om by Boca Balon-based
Hesner Javier Fr

anandes of Transtiondl Desgng

we Iy [ find a house thar is .':lrr.*nt]:.' on rhe marker, and we give de
signers license to do as they wish with every room,” he says. "It's mostly
cosmetic interior design, but we do install kitchens and batlirooms, which
iz a rremendons added value ro a new homeowner, We insrall ﬂnnrm!:
wa]]PnP-:r and fimishes. It's estmated that when a F:.ip:a Bav Show House
15 Lr11p|.u:1|r|m'd. there's casily $1 million to 32 million in L:F:g_l.ntf.t. w the
hoame—which stay, by rhe w.\:.'.“

The Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club and the revenue-generating Decorator

Show Houses owe their existence ro women's groups from wo separate

perinds in histary. In 1915, a group of women conceived the norion of a

recreational club for neighborhood children with dedicared mentors and

positive influences, In the 1970s, anuther group came up with the idea
for the design showpiece rhat would become the Decararar Show House.
“They got ragether and said, Let’s secure a house that's on the market on
the east side of Manhattan, a townhouse. Let's bring in designers from all
over the world ro design the rooms. In essence, 1 wall become a design mu
seum, and we can sell tickets o the general public and generate revenue,”™
explaing Dantel. “The show house 15 open for 30 days every spring, usually
in April and May. We ger 15.000 to 20,000 visitors every year. YWe had
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=0 much specess with the MNew York
events that we decided to go on the

road wath i,

Draniel himself is a producr of the club
and feels grateful for his mvolvement
n ws connnued exizrence. © Phe chal
dren artend knowing that we provide
the services they need 1o develop so-
cually, emononally and E'lh‘.'ﬁl:'.ll[:r_-l he
says. "|'n'-;,:r.11u.i range from }*h'.'.a:ca]
education and recreation w empow-
erment and orher Dife-skill programs,
There's a bevy ol opportunitics that

FOLNPELETS Can l.ll.k‘ ..hl'-.lr“.l.:._fl.‘ ol

The roster of designers for the Dicco-
rator Show House Palm Beach reads
like a Who's Who of crowd favorices
from the Lm-PJ:.:‘i world af interior
design. Each was responsible for de-
.‘-l:._'J'I“'l.E“ O rO0Im OF ."‘P.'h.-l.L at [‘1.1:11[“&1
Hill 1n Wese Palm Beach, 2020's show
house, They discuss what it was like to

be par of this memorable expernence:

A Memorable "ﬁm:}'.lrd: Front Gar-
den by Lopez Group, Inc.

A Jobe Lopez-designed front garden
grects visitors to Bamboo | lill. Edwin
Calderon, who managed and coords
nated the project, outlines his team's
inspiration, ~When we first saw the
space assigned o us, 1 was brought
back to the vineyards ar the Klen
Conztantia Estate in South Africa,” he
says. "Our vision was o bring a lirrle
bit of the Durch style to the garden,
and yet pay homage to all the beaut

ful marme |\|.|nn fewind here in sourh

Florida”

laking part in the KI[N Bay Decoraror
Show House Palm Beach has meant
a lot te his firm. “Bemng able 1o =
TICIpaRe in collaboranon wich Kt]\\. Bay
is truly a privilege,” says Edwin. "We
have always considered the Kaps Bay
selecrion of ;‘Ie-n}:n.'h' o showease rhe
best in the industry, so its quite an
honor to be among them and add our
lirtle grain of sand ro all the ]1.'||‘ and
resources they provide to the children

of our commumty,

The choice of the house was a delight
for the Lopez Group. “We were quite
excired o see thar it was Lars Bolan

der's house that was selected. as we
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had worked on it when he onigmally buile in” Edwin recalls, “The house

lends irself 1o a T\l.1:pﬁ|| and whimsical design.”

Gll..lb:tmlling Pcr:rpn:[i\':: Guest Suite/Bathroom b}-' Kevin Isbell Inte-
riors

Inspiration for this room, titled “The Writer’s Retrear.” Howed trom rec-
ollecting Ernest Hemmgway s time in South Flondi, Kevin Isbell of the
eponymous design firm allowed visions of Hﬁmng“'.l:l."-i nomadic liﬁ‘i'r}'h'
to deliver style cues for the completed look of the guest suite and bath-
oo As a designer, Kevin feels grateful to be mcluded in the exclusive
cadre of show house |1r.11.':.".w'tghn. "Reing selecred 15 a covered prize akin
to an Orscar nomination for the design indusery.” he notes. "Only a small
number of Jcnis_m:rs have been chosen in s -H.'l-—|.~fu.l.-}'1:.|: |||Mu:|}'.” Kevin
T'-r.\iﬁ‘i rhis :.'r.'.r‘-i Palm Beach home selecrion, saying, " The house 15 an en-
tertainer s paradise. The indoor-outdoor living is emblematic of the South
Florda lifestyle, and the extenor bedrooms are a per fect way to have house

guests while still mamraming privacy for all.”

A Classically Styled Arrival: Foyer by Brady Design

I}rh:trlng llmc'lltri:r as a F.uh'.'r-vh:lgh:rr ;‘I.'ilgn ream, Brian and Alevan-
dra Brady applied time-tested and tasteful classical elements to the foyec
The vouches Tor which their firm s l.l.c]l-kur.m-n—ﬂ.k:clTluu:lr:.'. proportion
and -ir.l!a—n'.'rr]a:r rheir room .‘L‘-iign. “Olur fiest order of business was ro
make architecrural sense of the space,” savs Alexandra. "We came across Jim

TIH.'TI'I].‘.‘!U]\I& new LL}11E£[L¥JI1 U’- “'.I"].'.T'."L'I .II11'.I WUTe III'I.II1('L‘|.I.l|.L‘il.' JIJ“'H Ly

the Palm Court collection because it lu:[pcl.] us to add “windows” m an oth-
erwise windowless space. This wontld hrli\ rhe room o hrtclsr the marural

transition between exterior and interior spaces.”

The humanirarian elemenr of Kips Bay doesn’t escape rheir arrenrtion,
“Children are our future” says Alexandra, “and organizations like Kips
Bay w0 admirably help to enbance the quality of life for kids, regardless
of where rh:':r'rr from or whar OPPOFTUNITIES EXIST far them. All children
should be given a chance to reach and hopelully exceed their potential.

We're thrlled o be a part of an event that |It'|i.‘!| support this cause!”

Bamboo Hill was widely acknowledged as a prime venue for the event. "We
thought this year's house was a great selection,” says Alexandra, “The vari-
cry af spaces hu'lrk‘rl hr'ing our so much crearviry in the dﬁignrrﬁ. It's alsar
wonderful for a Palm Beach house to have so many transitional indoor-
ter-outdoo spaces, .|uuw||1g for visitors o ow through n an orgamc,

meander ng way,”

Something to Sink Your Teeth Into: Hallway/Powder Room by Transi-
rional !}n.igls, Inc.

“Everything you do has to have bite,” says Javier Fernandez of Transitional
Diesigns, “and 1 imbued dhis spinc inco my space. My design for the show
hioaise was inspm‘d by rwa ﬁl}'h‘ grears: Darorhy Diraper and [iana Vree-
land. My space is called "Diesign with Bire.” | introduced dazzling finishes,

!;.".ll.l”.'!- .IJ\LJ Lexiures o .h.'lIIE"l'L' 1.|Il.h‘ \I’L"H:L_‘_I'I. :._!UJI. i[.‘ “'I’.".li'l.‘—EI‘t‘l"L'l “'.il.IL'u\'—
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erings for 2 bathroom:? 1 say, why noe?”

His rake on rhe choice of Bamboo Fall? "Iv's che P-‘rl-'rr enterraming home, with
many open spaces to ¢njoy the company of others and enough private spaces
For some quiet tme,” says Javier. "1 was taken aback by Lars Bolander's splendid

design, Ir was a5 iF [ had jusr walked onro the ser of Our of Afnca.”

Working wath the K.II."L Bay Boys & Girls club resonates with Javier. "T've come
ro understand how this arganizarion has a direcr and postrive impact on the
community,” he says. " Through its educational programs, it supports and helps
develop strong foundations for underserved children, 1 hope my participation

will hu|T\ the Boys & Girls Club conrinue ro succesd.”

Open Flow and Colorful Refinement: Master Bathroom/Closets 1!_1.' Betsy
Wenrz and Kirchhoff & Assaciares Archirecrs

The collaboration between Betsy Wentz and Tom Kirchot produced spaces that
demunstrate the forte of each designen. The two agreed w keep the mid-century
meyo thar the house already embodies, and ro show rhar barhrooms and closers
can be colortul, fun and modern. "Color 15 one of my signature elements,” Betsy
notes, 1 wanted 1o be sure we incorporared that into our space. We moved
roilers around ro creare open access from rhe harh inro the men's .‘Ir.'r.l;ml\- area,
reworked the shewer, remaved a built-in tb and redesigned both closers. Tom is
a master at space planning and wor ked hus magic, making the rooms more open

and funcrional.”
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Betsy expounds on being involved in the project, "We really enjoyed being
a part of the process and getting w know the fellow Kips Bay designers,”
she says, “Doing I\ul\w Bay 15 a great honor and a labor of lewe. It's a lon
of work in a short period of time, but secing such a positive outcome is
delintely fullalling, The open-air hving spaces made e really conducive
for a show hause, and the double seareases alsa I-.*mudud a great How Foe
the crowds, The house selection was one of the main draws for me as a

destgner and for Tom as an archiect.”

Tropical Embrace: Study by Lena Austin Foster & Associates

Integratmg rich wood wones and textural Gabrics, Lena Austim Foster e
ared Tl'ﬂi".n'.?l: vibes in the study She describes the elemenes thar make i
all come together: “An animal print on the walls, a faux-bois ceiling made
ol wallpaper to give that lovely look of a paneled room, wooden Venetan
blinds an the windows to moderare the rrapIC 1l glare, and Hawanan mis-

sion furniture in the same honey=colored wood as the bBlind slas.”

Lena speaks fondly of the benehirs thar come from the Kips Bay Decara-
tor Show House projects. " The show houses give so much money back ro
the Kaps Bay Boys & Guarls clubs,” she says.” And ol all the show houses
thar have really given a ‘'momenr’ 1o inrerior design H1|\x Bay 15 the num-

ber one.”
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As ro rhis year's selection of Bamboao Hill as the
venue, | think this house was absolurely per-
fect for a show house,” savs Lena, “Dhee to is
apen plan, it could accommaodare lors and lors of
people milling around. Plus, it had a big garden
to destgn and lots of uuibm]dm,_.::‘. 0 10 Wiks Wiy

berrer than the orher howses chosen here in Wesr

Palm Beach.”

(imrI!.' Blows the Breeze: Pool Pavilion h].- Sav-
age Interior Design

Jonathan Savage drew from a Ifetime of travel
o the French Wesr Indies o mspire the finishes,
tabrics and furnishings for his poalside creation.
“Thas space 1 the per lect outdoor ;.'.u.l.pc." he
says. " The pair nf'rm‘mln-drstglwd reak lowsvered
dividers flanking the space contrast with crsp
white pamted walls 1o create the wlomare boxur-
QM FeSpiTe. Nanmicker and Malm Beach fine arr
photographer Nathan Coe’s photo is the pertect
L‘.lLLdIUl." for the lush l.||.1[1u1!~l;'u'J Daved Suther-
land daybed sofas and McKinnon and Harrs'

custom-made furmiture.”

Selecred for the firsr nme ro participate i the
Kips Bay Decorator Show House in 2017, for
the New York celebration, Jonathan sees the ex-
perience as Momenrous., "Ir's s IMpargant o be
part of something that is greater than just me,”
he says. “And learning how many children the
organization serves in the communiry of Palm
Beach makes me really proud ro have a part in i, |
was thrilled to see how a team of the most noted
interior designers can collaborare and rrnstorm

a home into something magical and inspiring.”

It’s undeniable thar creaning whalesome .:‘|ﬂ.4|ni'-

ment options tor children in urban environments
benefits humanity: the nearly 50 years of the
Kips Ray Boys & Gurls Club's humamrarian, aes-
l’h;‘tlc "H'llj 'H'l.lﬂl.'l..] il.'hj‘("l'l.'j“ﬂ'ﬂt!i S-'PL".lL-_ h\!’ [!\l'.'ln-r
selves, The philanthropic spirit of the Kips Bay
Decoraror Show House can be measured by the
tremendous suceess of the projects. IF you ever
get a chance to attend a show house in person, do
vourself a favor and trear yourself to this unparal

leled ex P.:rien.:c.
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Boys & Gurls Clucbs of Palin Beack County
§or-683-3207
bgpbe.org

Kips Bay Decorator Show House Palm Beach

J.'ljrrr!-.r_'.-.1'.'.-'nr.z.'.'-rrr".m-r".\r::.J ony
Besources:

Betsy Thentg

28 Wilmot Strees
Sewickley, PA 15143
F1 27404447
studichpittsburgh.com

ﬁr..‘.{'. Diesign

t 29 Main Strect
Souethanpen, N1 1 1668
b31.283.3111

blradydesigmcom

Kevin Isbell Intervors

ra i 1 Bosewood Avenue
Lor Angeles, CA googh
b b78.5421

wwwkevimisbellcom

Kirchboff & Ascociates Archfects
1 gt Commerce Lane

Suite 106

Juptter, FL 33458

SO 5759994

kirchaffarchitecre.cmm

Leta Austin Foster & Associates, In.
fig Via Migmer

Palim Beach, FI 33480

yh1.0% 5. 5489

Ietaauestinfosteroom

Laopez Group, e,

P() Bax 2ofig

FPalm Beadk, FL 33480
shi.y 1484090

lope groupofpalmbeach com

Javage Interior Diesign
1G4 Mesddtrie Park
Nastville, TN 37203
Of 5.1t 5074
savdgeinteriordecion com

Transttional Designs

333 E. Palmvtta Park Road
Boca Ratonm, FL 33432
2010040798/ y01 660,535 3

transitionaldesiprg.com
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